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The Water Canvas - A systems approach
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PERCIPITATION, DEPOSITION / DESUBLIMATION
ACCUMULATION, SNOWMELT, MELTWATER, SUBLIMATION,

Water droplets fall from clouds = DESUBLIMATION/DEPOSITION
as drizzle, rain, snow, orice. Snow and ice accumulate, later melting back
R into liquid water, or turning inte vapor.

Winds move clouds through

the atmosphere. T

COMDENSATION, CLOLDS, FOG

SURFACE RUNOFF, CHANNEL RUNOFF,
RESERVOIRS

Water flows above ground as

Water vapor rises and runoff, forming streams, rivers,
condenses as clouds. i swam,s undgs and lakles
‘-..___H p L p »: <
EVAPORATION
Heat from the sun causes

FLANT UPTAKE, INTERCEFTION,
TRANSPIRATION

Plants take up water from the
ground, and later transpire it
back into the air.

water to evaporate.

HYDROSFHERE, OCEANS
The oceans contain
97% of Earth's water.

INFILTRATION, PERCOLATION, SUBSURFACE
FLOW, AQUIFER, WATER TABLE, SEEPAGE,
SPRING, WELL

Water is soaked into the ground,
flows below it, and seeps back out
enriched in minerals.

The Water Cycle

Water moves around our planet by
the processes shown here, The water
cycle shapes landscapes, transporis
minerals, and is essential to most life
and ecosystems on the planet.

WOLCANIC STEAM, GEYSERS, SUBDUCTION
Water penetrates the earth’s crust, and
comes back out as geysers or volcanic steam
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